Are Organic Foods Better For Us?
1. Can you pick from the article examples of the following:

An opinion ……………………………………………………………………..........................


………………………………………………………………………………….........................


Scientific fact …………………………………………………………......................................


………………………………………………………………………………….........................

[2]

2. How do intensive farmers and organic farmers ensure they have enough minerals in the soil for their crops to grow well?


Organic ……………………………………………………………….......................…………


…………………………………………………………………….......................……………..


Intensive ……………………………………………………….......................………………..


…………………………………………………………………….......................……………..

[2]

3. How can farmers ensure that their crops are classified as organic? 


……………………………………………………………….......................…………………..


…………………………………………………………….......................…………………......

[1]

4. Intensive farmers use pesticides to protect their crops against disease and pests, which two methods do organic farmers use to protect their crops from pests?

1. …………………………………………………………….......................…………………..


2. ………………………………………………………….......................…………………......

[2]

5. What effects may using pesticides have on the environment?


……………………………………………………………….......................…………………..


…………………………………………………………….......................…………………......

[2]

6. What is the purpose of the Food Standards Agency?

……………………………………………………………….......................…………………..


…………………………………………………………….......................…………………......


……………………………………………………………….......................…………………..


…………………………………………………………….......................…………………......

[3]

7. How was the best estimate in the data table calculated?

……………………………………………………………….......................…………………..


…………………………………………………………….......................…………………......

[1]


8. In the experiments that measure the vitamin C content of tomatoes the scientists decided that there was no real difference.  How did they come to this conclusion?

……………………………………………………………….......................…………………..


…………………………………………………………….......................…………………......

[1]

9. What ways have been suggested to reduce the risk of ingesting pesticide residues in intensively farmed crops?

……………………………………………………………….......................…………………..


…………………………………………………………….......................…………………......


……………………………………………………………….......................…………………..


…………………………………………………………….......................…………………......

[2]

10. A consumer group has suggested that people may wish to buy organic food rather than intensively farmed food.  Use the precautionary principle to explain why this may be a good idea.


……………………………………………………………….......................…………………..


…………………………………………………………….......................…………………......


……………………………………………………………….......................…………………..

[1]

11. The findings from the tests are published in a peer-reviewed journal, how can the wider scientific community gain confidence in the results?

……………………………………………………………….......................…………………..


…………………………………………………………….......................…………………......

[2]

12. Suggest why not all the values of vitamin C content in the table were the same

…………………………………………………………….......................…………………......


……………………………………………………………….......................…………………..

[1]
Are Organic foods better for us?

1. What are “organic foods?

2. List the similarities and differences between organic and intensive farming

3. What does a farmer have to do to claim his food is organic?

4. How do both types of farmers make sure their soil is fertile?

5. What do you think the sentence “Organic food has been a success story” mean?

6. What do you think people mean when they say organic food is “more natural”?

7. What is a pesticide?

8. What is meant by the term “pesticide residues”

9. What is meant by the word “nutritious

10. Why do you think “sales of organic food are likely to fall” during this year?

11. Who is the Food Standards Agency and what do they do?

12. What is an “independent study”?

13. What makes a good study?

14. Do you think the study mentioned in the article and carried out by the FSA was a good study? Why/not?

15. What did the FSA find out from their study?

16. Does the evidence from the French and Swedish studies make the FSA’s study more reliable? How?

17. What is it called when other scientists look at a scientist’s work?

18. What information do you need to have to compare the FSA’s study with the French and the Swedish studies?

19. What does the word “yield” mean? 

20. What two things can reduce yield?

21. What doe the article mean when it says “pesticides are approved”? Who do you think approves them?

22. What does the term “rigorously assessed” mean?

23. What does the term “pose an unacceptable risk to human health” mean? 

24. What does the word “consumers” mean?

25. What is a food chain – what does it show?

26. What does the word “detectable” mean?

27. Give an example of a “natural predator… used to control insect pests”>

28. What are the advantages and disadvantages of using natural predators to control pests?

29. How can intensive farmers reduce pesticide residues?

30. What does the word “concentration” mean?

31.   Looking at the data in the table; what is the range of the organically green tomatoes?

32. Which is the outlier in the intensively grown tomatoes? Why?

33. Looking at the evidence given in the article, why do you think people buy organic food? 

